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Notes: 
 
We had two new members join 
the club. 
 
Elections for half of the board 
members were held.  Bob Faletti 
stepped down as president.   
 
Jerry Robertson replaced Parker 
Curtis.  Kevin Lucas, David 
Weller and Bruce Netherty were 
re-elected.  Robin Costelle was 
nominated and voted onto the 
board.  He was later voted 
president by the board. 
 
Thank you Bob and Parker for 
all you did on the board and for 
the club. 
 
The club has end grain sealer for 
15$ a gallon. 
 
Bruce Netherty has Starbond CA 
glue in four viscosities for sale 
to the club for 10$ for a 2 ounce 
bottle. 
 

Bob Faletti talked to a 
woodturner recently that lost his 
shop to a fire.  The cause was an 
oily rag.  Be sure and lay these 
flat to dry or put them in a 
bucket of water. 
 
Robin Costelle brought some 
Persimmon wood in for the 
raffle.  You could notice a dark 
growth ring in some of it.  This 
can be a sign of ring shake. 
 
October is the time for club dues.  
35 per member of 50 for 
families. 
 
Upcoming: 

 

The October demonstrator will 

be John Keeton doing an offset 

platter.  The meeting will be on 

the 20
th

 and will start at 9 am.  

This demo is free to members 

and there is a 10$ charge for 

nonmembers. 

 

In November Robin Costelle 

will be making Christmas 

ornaments. 

 

The club’s annual Christmas 

party at the Bristol Bar and Grill 

will be on December 14
th

.  The 

price is 25$ per person. 

 

Show and Tell: 

 

A maple vase and a split redbud 

vase by Eric Gourieux. 

 

 
 

 
 

Three small hollow forms with 

finials by Ron Thomas. Red and 

blue with textures, a red demo 

piece and a blue with 

pearlescent acrylic paint. 
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A Christmas tinsel bowl, a 

poplar Lazy Susan, and a 

winged Walnut bowl by Jerry 

Robertson. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A wormy ash bowl (unknown) 

 
 

Two wooden mice, a maple and 

cocobolo hollow form, a 

persimmon natural edge bowl 

and a brown hollow form that 

was re-glued by Robin Costelle. 

 

 
 

 

Demonstration: 

 

On September 13th the subject 

was custom cups by Mike Miller 

of Mike’s Creative Woodworks. 

 

Mike has been turning for six 

years. 

 

 
 

This is a project for end grain 

and not for cross grain turning. 

 

 
 

When Mike first started making  

these cups he melted his own 

plastic and used molds.  Now he 

has someone do injection 

molding for them. 

 

The cups can be sized for soda, 

water bottles, Tall cans or long 

neck bottles. 

 

Mike prepares his blanks wet.   



Start with a four inch blank with 

a tennon. Drill a 1 ½ inch 

diameter hole three inches deep.   

 

Rough turn the outside. 

 

Two jigs of wood are used for 

testing the fit, one for wet wood 

that fits tight and a smaller one 

for dried warped pieces. 

 

 
 

 
 

The jig can also be used to help 

center the blank when you are 

ready to turn. 

 

Mike allows the blanks to dry 

for six months. 

 

Each kit comes with a plastic 

top, a koozie and instructions. 

 

 
 

True up the end of the blank. 

 

You will need two sets of 

calipers.  One is set to 2 7/8 for 

the inside diameter.  The other is 

set to 2 5/8 for the inside ring. 

 

 
 

. You can have a little play in 

sizing. 

 

Mike uses a ¾ inch rest bar for 

hollowing usually.  The blank 

was pre hollowed 

 

 
 

Keep the plastic ring handy and 

touch up the sides as you get 

close to the fit. 

 

 
 

Check the depth of the inside.  

Mark the bottom on the blank.  

Add ¼ of an inch thickness to 

add some weight and stability. 

 

 
 

Trim and flatten the top and test 

the rings fit.   You want it to just 

fit in there. 

 

Test the inside with the koozie 

and a can.  If this is too tight 

removes swelled area from the 

inside. Do not touch the rims 

edge. 

 

Cut off an inch from the top of 

the koozie. 

 

Determine the can or bottle 

depth you want and how much 



you want to be above the top of 

the ring. 

 

Use a piece of sand paper on a 

board to sand the inside rim.  Be 

sure and remove the dust. 

 

Rough up the plastic caps edge 

with 80 grit sandpaper so the 

epoxy has something to grip to.   

 

 
 

You need very little epoxy for 

this.  You can get eight cups 

done with a small kit of five 

minute epoxy.  Do not use Ca 

glue. Twist the ring a few times 

to help spread the epoxy. 

 

 
 

Use a small wooden jam chuck 

held with the tail stock until the 

epoxy cures 

 

As the epoxy cured Mike 

answered questions. 

He usually charges 30$ for a 

mug at a show.  Engraving is 

extra. 

 

The kits can be bought from 

Craft Supply or Woodcraft for 

6$ or from Mike for 5$. 

 

A hole in the bottom is needed 

to relieve vacuum so the can or 

bottle is removed easier. 

 

For a finish he uses raw linseed 

oil.  A poly urethane finish 

would be too slick to hold 

easily. 

 

You can make your own blanks 

and add a decorative wood ring. 

 

 
  

Use a parting tool and add a part 

at the base.  Add a little relief 

area to allow for shaping. 

 

 
 

Mike works from the top to the 

base.  You can use a cone center 

to help hold the piece. 

 

 
 

You can add notches for your 

fingers if desired. 

 

When shaping the top just touch 

the plastic ring. 

 

You want the walls to be about 

1/8 inch thick. 

 

Reverse sand the piece.  You 

want the plastic to go from 

bright to dull. 

 

Do not get the ring hot or the 

plastic will scar. 

 

Sand up to 320 grit with sand 

paper and a 400 grit pad.   

 

 
 



A 3M buffing pad will bring the 

rings gloss back.  

 

Make a work area and add a 

concave to the base. 

 

Sand the base. 

 

Push the tool flat and work from 

the corner in. 

 

 
 

The piece will pop loose leaving 

a small cone to sand off. 

 

Drill a one inch hole in the base 

on a drill press carefully.  The 

bottom is only ¾ of an inch or 

so thick. 

 

For finishing Mike lets the cup 

sit in the linseed oil for five 

minutes or so and watches for 

bubbles to stop before removing 

it.  Allow it to dry for three to 

four days on a piece of 

cardboard. 

 

If you are going to engrave the 

cup use low speeds. 

 

A single edge Irwin cutter works 

better than a two or three edged 

cutter for hollowing the cup and 

stays sharper longer. 

  

Thanks Mike! 

 

Reminder: 

 

The October demonstrator will 

be John Keeton doing an offset 

platter.  The meeting will be on 

the 20
th

 and will start at 9 am.  

Lunch will be served. 

If there is anything you want to 

see in the newsletter, please let 

me know. 

Kevin Lucas 

kwdl0401@gmail.com 

(502)-299-7585 
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