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Notes: 
 
At the meeting we had one new 
members join the club, Joseph 
Martin and three guests Daniel, 
Gary and Laurie. 

Our old website has expired.  

The new website is 

http://louisvillewoodturners.com 

Upcoming: 

On April 12
th

 Bob Faletti will be 

demonstrating turning a platter. 

The date for the May thread 

chasing demonstration is being 

discussed because of a 

scheduling conflict. 

Show and Tell: 

 

An emerging bowl with a lid, a 

pyrography piece and a resin 

and wood bowl by Jerry 

Robertson. 

 
 

 
 

A maple platter by Bob Faletti. 

 
 

A candle stick by Neil Morse. 

 
 

A bud vase attempt by Al 

Slaughter. 

 
 

A star piece by Robert 

Hendrickson. 
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Demonstration: 

On March 8
th

 we had a 

demonstration on vanishing 

wood by Robert Hendrickson. 

This is not material intensive 

though you do not get a great 

deal out at the end.  You will be 

throwing away a great deal of 

wood that you are using. 

 

The idea for this comes from the 

way decorative elements were 

made for furniture.  Instead of 

turning a spindle and sawing it 

in half you could glue two 

pieces together or make a jig so 

all the pieces when finished 

were exactly the same. 

 

 
 

For the vanishing wood 

technique you will need a wood 

spacer.  Robert uses 2 x 4’s or 

furring strips. 

 

The only real expense is glue. 

 

Paper bags are easy to come by.  

Use the thicker paper for this. 

 

When gluing there will be four 

applications of glue, wood to 

paper and then paper to paper.  

To separate paper form the 

finished piece you can use 

isopropyl alcohol to loosen it. 

 

 
 

To separate the turned pieces 

Robert uses a dull kitchen knife 

and a wooden mallet. 

 

The pieces are glued together 

using Tight Bond glue and 

rubber bands as clamps. 

 

 
 

For turning the blanks you want 

to use a steb center, a spur drive 

or your chuck.  You want this 

mounted on centers in solid 

wood.  You want one point and 

not a cone center.  The cone has 

a wedging action. 

 

The key is the paper joint.  The 

paper in the glue joint is stronger 

than the wood. 

 

It also provides a weak point for 

separating the pieces later.  The 

problem is you end up with 

brown paper on both faces. 

 

David Lee Smith has some 

projects and devices for these 

methods.  It is a bit over 

engineered. 

 

For the glue joints David used 

blue tape and then glue then 

glued on the brown paper.  You 

can split on the paper and then 

just peel off the blue tape. 

 

Blanks: 

 

The one point to remember is 

that the center piece of wood is 

just a spacer or a carrier and will 

be lost once the piece is finished.  

 

You will be surprised in the end 

how much disappears when you 

remove the spacer. 

 

Robert created a hand out that  

shows the sizes of the spacer and 

what the resulting shapes will be  

along with some links to 

information. 

 



http://files.constantcontact.com/

573b54ea501/f8e04da4-fcd5-

4bc9-be50-

722cdeaa06bb.pdf?ver=1522337

172000 

 

http://files.constantcontact.com/

573b54ea501/a206bd62-ef83-

48a1-a0bf-

00b5b916ae47.pdf?ver=152227

6345000 

 

Turning: 

 

Mount the blank between 

centers.  You want the blank 

marked so it is at the center or 

the sides will not match up. 

 

 
 

The pieces need to be square or 

you end up with waste. 

 

 
 

Round the blank using a spindle 

roughing gouge. 

 
 

Shape the outside curves with a 

spindle gouge. 

 

You do not have to round the 

carrier ends. 

 

Two things to keep in mind: 

 

 How much will be left of the 

piece on the sides or the spacer.  

You do not want to go too thin. 

 

Do you want an end rounded 

over?  If so you have to cut into 

the area on the spacer. 

 

  

If you do not cut into the spacer 

you get a flat area.  You can use 

this as a base. 

 

Round the end of the cone.  Cot 

into the spacer so it will be 

rounded. 

 

 
 

When you cut in you have to see 

how much room you have at the 

spacer. 

 

Remember that you will lose 

some space when the spacer is 

removed. 

 

Robert does a nutcracker 

demonstration every year.  He 

would finish shaping the blank 

into this. 

 

Shape the outside and the base. 

 

 
 

Blank 

 

http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/f8e04da4-fcd5-4bc9-be50-722cdeaa06bb.pdf?ver=1522337172000
http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/f8e04da4-fcd5-4bc9-be50-722cdeaa06bb.pdf?ver=1522337172000
http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/f8e04da4-fcd5-4bc9-be50-722cdeaa06bb.pdf?ver=1522337172000
http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/f8e04da4-fcd5-4bc9-be50-722cdeaa06bb.pdf?ver=1522337172000
http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/f8e04da4-fcd5-4bc9-be50-722cdeaa06bb.pdf?ver=1522337172000
http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/a206bd62-ef83-48a1-a0bf-00b5b916ae47.pdf?ver=1522276345000
http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/a206bd62-ef83-48a1-a0bf-00b5b916ae47.pdf?ver=1522276345000
http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/a206bd62-ef83-48a1-a0bf-00b5b916ae47.pdf?ver=1522276345000
http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/a206bd62-ef83-48a1-a0bf-00b5b916ae47.pdf?ver=1522276345000
http://files.constantcontact.com/573b54ea501/a206bd62-ef83-48a1-a0bf-00b5b916ae47.pdf?ver=1522276345000


Spacer 

 
 

Sphere: 

 

 
 

Robert would next use a shorter 

blank mounted the same as the 

first. 

 

Rough the outside. 

 

This time the length of the faces 

of the final piece or the carrier 

do not matter. 

 

Use a different colored spacer 

when making this blank. 

 

You want both ends round at the 

center.  It will be roughly 

spherical. 

 

You want no flats at the base.   

 
 

A change of color as you cut 

into the spacer helps you to see 

this. 

 

 
 

Cut into the glue line at the 

carrier on both ends. 

 

When the spacer is removed you 

end up with a sea shell shape.  

You can hollow these out with a 

jig or tape and hot glue.  It 

makes a nice ornament. 

 

 
 

 

 

Rectangle: 

 

Robert would now use a longer 

blank. 

 

 
 

Where the other pieces were 

turned between centers this one 

would have a tennon and 

mounted in the chuck. 

 

Bring up the tail sock for 

support. 

 

Round the top and cut into the 

carrier. 

 

 
 

For the base leave a flat leaving 

enough on the side to create a 

foot. 

 

Remove the tennon and nib. 

 

 

 



 
 

For the opening create a hole. 

 

 
 

The hole you created in the 

spacer will go away and leave 

you an oval. 

 

You need the hole to go into the 

other halves.  Cut back beyond 

the width of the spacer. 

 

At the base where the end meets 

the spacer create a flat base.  A 

slight undercut helps it sit well. 

 

 
 

 

Use a parting tool to cut into the 

spacer.  Use a saw to finish and 

cut off the nib. 

 

Spacer 

 

For his last piece Robert would 

do a multi axis turning. 

Mount the blank at a right angle 

with the spacer pointing up. 

 

Form a cup.   

Turn the blank 45 degrees. 

Rough the outside. 

 

Round over the ends to create an 

elliptical shape. 

 

Round the ends.   

Separate the pieces and sand and 

finish off the lathe. 

 

Thanks Robert! 

A reminder: 

On April 12
th

 Bob Faletti will be 

demonstrating turning a platter. 



If there is anything you want to 

see in the newsletter, please let 

me know. 

 

Kevin Lucas 

kwdl0401@gmail.com 

(502)299-7585 
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